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which rogard themselves as too frequently
neglected through the concentration of ex-
pendituve in those centres where population
is greater.

Hon. A. Thomson: And to prevent the
Commoenwealth Government going hack on
it~ word.

Hon. H. SEDDON: And to restore the
ideal of federation under which the Consti-
tution was drawn up in its original concep-
tion. I have pleasure in supporting the Bili.
I have made these remarks becanse I think
the time has arrived when topics of this
deseription should become matters of public
coneern in the best interests of the cibizens
of Australia,

Question put and passed.
B‘ill read a scecond time.

In Commiitee, ete.

Lill pasced through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

Bill read a third time and passed.

House adjourned at 6.4 pm.

Fegislative Assemblyp.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m,, and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.
RURAL RELIEF FUND ACT.

4s to Repayment of Advances.

Mr. SEWARD asked the Minister for
Lands:

1, Has the Government concluded the
consideration it stated it was giving last
Year to what action it intended to take
regarding the repayment of moneys ad-
vanced to farmers under the Rural Relief
Fund Act?

2, If so, can he state what the deeision
is?
The MINISTER replied:

1, and 2, The State Government has °
renched conelusions as to action desirable
regarding repayment of moneys advanced
to farmers under the Kural Relief Fund
Act.

The legal position was examipned as to
what action wounld be required to caneel
the mortgages and whether Common-
wealth approval or legislation would be re-
quired to refund the payments made to
farmers,

Before the T'uid ean he disposed of, there
must be Commonwealth Parliamentary
authority for such proposal, becanse with-
ont the anthority of Commonwealth legisla-
tion, if the State releases recoverable debis
or disburses the money in hand, the Com-
monwealth will be in the position to com-
pel repayment.

Our case has been siated, therefore, to
the Commonwealth Government, requesting
that it introduces the appropriate legis-
lation and asking that it finds no ob-
iection to the State Government also intro-
ducing the vequired legislation,

NEW ZEALAND RAIL CARS.

As to Suggested Use in Western
Australin.

Mr. SEWARD asked the Minister for
Railways:

1, Was the Commissioner of Railways
miven in 1937 or 1938 photes., blueprints,
and detailed information regarding rail ears
in nse in New Zealand, which rail ears wonld
enable the jonrney from Perth to Kalgoorlie
te be done in 8 to 9 hours?
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2, 1f 90, has he made any further inquiries
regarding these cars, and if so with what
resalt?

3, Does he censider the cars unsuitable for
use in this State, and if so for what reasons$

4, It not unsuitable, has he taken any
measures to secure this type of rail car for
this State, and if so, with what result?

The MINISTER replied:

1, Yes. To run from Perth to Kalgoorlie
in 9 hours would neccssitate an average
overall speed of 42 miles per hour. The
maximum speed permitted is 45 miles per
hour and the proposal is therefore not
feasible,

2, No.

3, Yes. Capacity is too small. The cars
seat 52 passengers but have neither lavatory
nor luggage compartment. The Western
Australian Diesel-eleetric rail ear seats 40,
with two lavatories and luggage compart-
ment, and the trailer seats 36, with two lava-
torics and luggage compartment, making a
total accommodation for 76 passengers.

4, Answered by No. 3. The rail cars now
on order are more powerful and more com-
modious, and will meet the needs of this
State mueh belter than the New Zealand
ears.

AUSTRALIAN EGG BOARD.
As to Representation and Surplus Funds.

Mr. SEWARD asked the Minister for
Agriculture:

1, 1s the Under Secretary for Agriculture
& member of the Australian Egg Board?

2, If so, what interests does he represent
on that board, and how was he appointed?

3, Is it a fact that the Anstralian Egz
Board has surplus funds to the extent of
approximately £500,002%

4, Can he inform the House how that suin
of money was obtained by the board?

5, Is it a fact that the Federal Minister
for Commerce has stafed that those surplus
funds are not fo be distributed amongst
those who delivered eggs to the Ausfrnlian
Egg Board?

The MINISTER replied:

1, and 2, There is not an Australian Egg
Board.

3 and 4, The ‘Controller of Egg Supplies,
acting under authority from National Se
curity (Egg Control) Regulations, 1943, is
responsible for the purehase, treatment, and
marketing of eggs at prices determined by
the Prices Commissioner, and these opera.
tions have resulted in the accumulation of
surplus funds.

Annual balance sheets published by the
Controller of Egg Supplies reveal that fo:
the year ending 1943-44 a surplus of revenus
over cxpenditure amounted to £215,888; iy
1944-45 the annual surplus was £150,218
The revenue and expenditure statement for
the year ending the 30th June, 19486, has nol
been published yet by the Controller of Egg
Supplies and is not yet available,

These surpluses are not necessarily repre
sented as eash reserves, but represent ecer
tain assets and stocks of eggs and egg pro-
ducts, the value of which will depend upor
the amount realised upon their sale.

5, I sm not aware that the Minister fo
Commerce and Agriculture hes made acy
determination concerning the ditribution oi
surpluses which may result from the admin
istration of the National Security (Egg In
dustry)} Regulations,

SCHOOL. BUS SERVICES.
As to Concession to Local Authoriites,
Mr, SEWARD asked the Minister fo
Edueation :

1, Is it a fact that the Education De
partment allows a loeal authority 3d. pe
mile more than a private econtractor it
sehool bus contracts?

2, If so why is this eoncession grante
to loeal authorities?

The MINISTER replied:
1, No.
2, Answered by 1.

GEOLOGICAL AND GROPHYSICAL
SURVEYS.
As to Exploration of Mingral Resources.
Mr. HOAR asked the Minister fo
Mines:
1, What will be the functions of the Com

monwealth Geological and Geophysies
Survey Department in Western Australia
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2, Will this work be independent of this
State’s geological surveys or will a close
co-operation exist?

3, Will this State be expected to share
in the cost of the work dome by the Com-
monwealth; if so, what is the agreement?

4, What is the present strength of staff
in this State’s Geological Survey Depart-
ment ¥

5, Is this number considered sufficient to
undertake a detailed mineral exploration in
a State of this size?

6, Have the potential mineral resources of
the South-West ever been systematically in-
vestigated and mapped out in detail; if not,
what are the Government’s plans in this
regard ¥

The MINISTER replicd:

1, The Commonwealth Geological and
Geophysical Bureau has no official funetion
in Western Australia. It is entirely a
Commonwealth Government institution. At
the request of the State Government, it is
at present making a geophysical examina-
tion of the Collic Coalficld, at the same
time as our State (Geological Survey is con-
ducting a geological survey.

2, The Commonwealth Burean is pre-
pared to assist the States in specialised
ways, such as by aerial and geophysical
surveys and to collaborate in certain geo-
logical examinations, suech as the joint oil
geological survey which has been arranged
by hoth Governments in the Kimberley
Distriet, :

3, The Siate bears only the cost of its
own officers and their expenses.

4, Eight technical officers.

5, Any number of geologists could be
usctully absorbed in a State this size. The
present stalf, however, is doing excellent
and expeditions work.

6, Mineral oceurrences of potential econo-
mie value, snch as at Greenbushes, Collie and
Bridgetown, in the South-West, have been
exanined as reporfed from time to time.
A complete snrvey of Collie is now being
made, to be followed by one at Wilga. In
the ense of uwrpent demand for a mineranl
known to oeeur in the South-West, detailed
examination would be made immediately.
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O1IL.
As to Warren River and South Coast Search.

My, HOAR asked the Minister for Mines:
1, Has the Government any knowledge of
an early search for oil in the vicinity of the
mouth of the Warren River? If so,—
{a) What was the nature of the work
done there?
{(h) The depth of borings, if any?
(e} Would the results justify a feeling
of optimism that oil existed im
that area in sunfficient quantities
te warrant further cxploratory
work being done?

%, Has any area of land near the south
coast and west of Albany been leased to any
oil company as a prospecting area?

The MINISTER replied:

1, Yes.

{a) A full report gppears, pages 7 to 39
of Geological Survey Bulletin No,
65. )

{b) Three bores were sunk, the deepest
1719 feet,

(¢) No—see pages 38 to 39 of such re-
port,

2, No title is held at present, One was
granted to Phoenix Oil Extractors Limited
on the 18th November, 1940 and expired on
the 17th Novemher, 1942,

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Third Day.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

MR. NEEDHAM (Perih) [4.38]: I desive
to congratulate the member for Brown Hill-
Ivanhoe on the very effective and thoughtful
speech in whieh he moved the motion for the
adoption of the Address-in-reply. He was
very eloquent in addressing the House, I
also desire to associate myself with his kindly
reference to the sad bereavement sustained
by Hig Execllen~; tho Lieut.-Governor, Sir
James Mitehell, in the death of his danghier.
I endorse his statement in regard to the very
dignified manner in which His Excelleney has
carrted out the duties of his exalted position,
and express the hope, which I know is shared
by all, that he will long be gpared to grace
the very high office he now holds.
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In moving the motion for the adoption
of the Address-in-reply to the Lieut.-
Governor’s Speech, the member for Brown
Hill-Tvanhog referred to the aftermath of
the war. We are undoubtedly going
throngh that stage, together with the rest
of the world, and today I believe the eyes
of the whole world are focussed upon the
meeting in Paris, where representatives of
20 odd nations are gathered in an endeavour
to lay down the foundations of what we
all hope will be a lasting peace, one that
will remove for ever from the hearts of the
people the fear of the atrocities of war.
Personally, 1 feel somewhat uneasy about
it because of events since the cessation of
hostilities on the 15th August last. Those
events have not altogether supgested that
weo shall be able to lay the foundations of
the lasting peace that is so much desired,
judging by what has transpired at meetings
under the auspices of the United Nations
Organisation,

Those meetings have been cheracterised
by dissensions, suspicions and distrust, and
the results ottained have mnot been such
as to indicate that the conference now as-
sembled will be suceessful in achieving the
desired end. We can only hope to secure
from the efforts of those men who are
gathered together at the confercnce the

foundations of a lasting peace if Christian

principles are observed, Unless those prin-
etples are observed in their deliberations and
decisions, then inevitably the fear of war
will not be removed from the world, and
mothers will continue to bear and rvaise
children that eventually can serve as nothing
more nor less than eannon fodder. In these
circumstances, I venture to assert that in
the henrts of everyone the world over today
there is great anxiety, and all are watching
the proceedings with a fervent hope that
the results of the deliberations will be te
usher in a real new order under which the
hrotherhood of man will be an aceomplished
faet.

Mr. Mann: That will never be.

Mr. REEDHAM: During the 12 months
sinee the Japanese eollapse, we have been
experiencing an uneasy peace. There has
not been unity awmong the Allies such as
characterised them during the period of war,
and, as T have already indicated, the meet-
ings of the Big Four have not been alto-
gether happy. One of the participants in

those meetings has taken a very decided
stand, one in no way conducive to a suecess-
ful conclusion to their deliberations. I refer
to the attitude of Russia’s representatives.
Their conduet at meetings of the Big Four
and of the United Nations Organisation has
been at ecomplete varianee from the attitude
adopted during the troublons years of
fighting, and one wonders why such an atti-
tude has now been adopted and what the
representatives of Russia are aiming at. The
valour of the Russian troops and people
during the world-wide struggle won the ad-
miration of everybody, and it is hard to
realise that, having gone through the turv-
moil of war and having exhibited such a
great measure of heroism, bravery and for-
titude, the Russians, through their repre-
sentatives, are now adopting an entirely dif-
ferent attitude when the nations are en-
deavouring to arrange the peace. The pro-
ceedings at these various conferences have
been anything but encouraging.

The problems handled by the United
Nations are very serious, and amongst themn
is that of the advent of the atomic bomb.
How that very important question is to
be dealt with we do not know, but America’s
offer to endeavour to secure some control
over the atomic bomb is eertainly generous.
There again we find the Russians in opposi-
tion. The development of the atomic homb
and its achievements bring to my mind an
incident in the Commonwealth Parliament
House during the course of the 1914-19
war. In the Queen's Hall an exhibition was
arranged displaying a number of weapons
that were used by the ahorigines of Austra-
lia and, at the snme time, a number of shells
used duoring the current war were also
shown. I pointed out to some friends of
mine who were looking at the exhibit that
it disclosnd the kind of progress our alleged
civilisation had made, and remarked on the
difference between {he weapons used by the
aborigines when they fought hand to hand
and the shells propelled from huge guns in
order to kill people at a distance.

Now wp have a further development in the
form of the atomic bomb, which is capable
of killing more people at an even greater
distance. That shows how we are advancing
in the manufacture of weapons of destruc-
tion. A strong effort is being made to con-
trol the ills that the atomic bomb has
created, ard here again we find the Russian
representatives anything but helpful. I re-
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assert that the American offer for the control
of the atom bomb was a magnifieent gesture;
and it was hoped—in fact, asserted—that
the fotalitarian doctrine of the Russian and
other Governments had been abandoned.
When Japan collapsed and  hostilities
ecased, it was fondly thought that we
had seen the end of the Fascist regime;
but I very much regret that there are still
some remnants of it in existence. Every
effort will have fo be made to see that it
does not arise again and hecome an effective
force. Unless the atomic bomb is controlled
by an international committee I am very
much afraid we shall have another race
of armaments in the manufacture of this
destructive weapon. We may see slogans
among the nations, ‘‘Bigger and better
bombs.”” When we think of the destrue-
tive power contained in that bomb we must
realise the danger we are facing. The
bombs that dropped on Hiroshima and
Nagasaki will be as nothing compared with
the destruetive force of the atomie bomb
that will eventually be manufactured. We
can visnalise what would happen in the
British Isles if one such bomb, in its de-
veloped state, were dropped there. I con-
tend that international eontrol is necessary;
and when it is set up it should be em-
powered to control the atomic bomb and
develop atomic energy in the ways of peace
rather than in the ways of foree.

I think it right at this stage to refer to the
splendid work done by Dr. Evatt with re-
ward to the establishment of an international
committee to control atomic energy and. in
fact, to his work generzlly as a representa-
tive of Australia at the various meetings held
under the auspices of the United Nations
Organisation, I think the right hon. gentle-
man has done and is doing a very fine
job not only for Australin but for the
world. I regretted to notice in a section
of the Sydney Press a while ago a very
contemptuous reference to Dr. Evatt. It
said that Dr. Evatt on one of his rare
visits to Australia had said so-and-so and
had done so-and-so. When one considers
that he has been out of Australia working
on behalf of the people of Australia and
when one also considers the good work
he is doing, I think a reference of that
kind contemptible.

Now we come to the question of rehabili-
tation, Tchabilitation is, nf conrse, a most

important part of Government responsibility
and that responsibility rests entirely with
the Commonwealth Government. Just as
that Government was responsible for the
mobilisation of the Fighting Forees of the
nation, so is it equally responsible for the
return of the members of those Forees to
peacetime occupations, I believe that more
than half of the Fighting Forces has been
discharged now.

Mr. Mann: And are out of work looking
for a job!

Hon. J. C. Willcock: Not toa many of
of them!

Mr. NEEDHAM : I believe that some un-
fortunately are ont of work, the number
in this State being 1,180. I do not con-
sider that to be & very greal number.

Mr. Mann: There should be no unem-
ployment in this State.

Mr. NEEDHAM: I am telling the hon.
member what the figure is. I goi it within
the last few days.

The Minister for Lands: Many of them
are unable to work.

Mr. NEEDHAM: We have to remember
that many of those men do not wish to
return to the occupation they followed prior
to their enlistment and that there is some
difficulty, naturally, in placing them in the
employment which they desire. When this
nation was called upon to mobilise its forees
to repel the enemy, it undertook a gigantic
task, a colossal ftask. The work of rehabilita-
tion will be just as colossal and just as
heavy. In faet, it will be more difficult to
get the members of the Fighting Forees
back to civil employment than it was to
take them from ecivil employment and place
them in the various arms of the Secrvices.
If we look at the matter by and large and
rcalise the many difficulties in the way, we
must admit that the work of rehabilitation
is proeecding fairly saticfactorily. While T
admit, with the member for Beverley, that
many men are still unemployed, T ask him
to remember that many of them have been
offered employment which they will not ae-
cept becanse of a change in their family
circomstances, and their natural desire to
chgage in some employment better than that
in which they were engaged prior to their
enlistment. Awnstralia fo my mind is in a
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more favourable position with respect to re-
hahilitation than are other countries among
the Allied Nations.

Mr, Doney: Such asf

Mr. NEEDHAM: Australia has not sof-
fered in any way the horrors of war. None
of our factories has been destroyed by bombs
from the air. Unlike Great Britain and
other Allicd Nations whose factorics were
destroyed as the result of warfare, our fac-
torics have remained intact. Other nations
have had to rebuild their factories before
they could start work again. We all know
what Great Britain went through during the
war years; but, notwithstanding that her
factories were destroyed, she is today—a
year or so after the cessation of hostilities—
almost up to her pre-war standard of ex-
port, a wonderful thing for Great Britain.
While the work of rehabilitation is, as I
have already said, the sole responsibility of
the Commonwealth Government, naturally
that Government must have the co-operation
of the varions States to make it effective
The States collaborated and co-operated with
the Commonwealth Government during the
time of trial, and I am sure they will do
the same thing now in order to expedite
the work of rehabilitation, and to see that
those men and women who were in the Ser-
viees are rvestored to eivilian employment
as soon ag possible.

During reeent years, the guestion of
workers’ welfare has been receiving long-
delayed attention. Something has been
accomplished in this State and in the
Commonwealth by way of providing
much-needed amenities, but despite that
fact a lot remnins to be done. Aus-
tralia has the repulation of being a
workers' paradise. The tworkers of this
vountry arc better off than those in any
other country, but in many respects other
couniries are much ahead of Australia so
far as the welfare of the worker is con-
cerncd—that is fo say, with regard to his
lealth and his welfare generally. I have
here a document which refers to what has
been done in Great Britain for the workers’
welfare. Not long ago we used to refer to
Great Britain as a conservative country, but
of rceent times I think Great Britain has
been setting an example fo other parts of
the world in the matter of social reform.
This is from the Publiec Relations Office of
the High Commissioner in Canberra for the

United Kingdom, and it is headed “Welfare
Work Extends in Industry. Britain's Ap-
proach to Imcrensed Efficieney Siresses
Health of Worker as Key Factor,” It
reads, in part—

Stream-lined and equipped for mass-pro-
duction during the war to such an extent
that, per head of population, she achieved a
higher output than any other nation, Britain
has now turned in her search for stil] greater
industrial efficiency to new meana of achiev-
ing the highest efficiency of the workera
themselves.

The practical expression of this is seen,
mainly, in the rapid spread throughout indus-
try of provisions for the welfare of workers,
and these provisions are quickly approach.
ing the high standard already aimed at in
Britain’s soeial services which, in turn, pro-
vide for the workeras’ welfare in their home
and eivie environment. The two, indeed, are
becoming elosely linked. For instance, the
equivalent of the Plant or Maintenance
Engineer for the machine is, in the case of
the workers, the Works Medieal Officer and
hia nursing staff, and as these are appointed
they co-ordinate their day-to-day work with
that of the Medical Qfficer of Health for the
town in which the factory is situated, the
latter heing the municipal officer.

Onc of the duties of the Works Medical
Officer is to c¢cxamine all mew juvenile em-
ployees, and from the Medieal Officer of
Health, the Schools Medieal Officer and the
Director of Education of the Local Authority,
he can obtain the early history of the em-
ployee which is essential to his diagnosis.
Tn many towns there are springing wp also
civie socicties, which hold regular meetings
for discussion of ecivic and industrial prob-
lemg, and these are attended by the welfare
officers from both industry and loeal auth-
ority.

From that, it will be seen that great progress
is being made in Great Britain in eatering
for the welfare of the worker.

Another matter to which T wish to refer
is the basic wage. I think I made referenec
on a former occasion to the undoubted fact
that the method by which the basic wage is
arrived at is not a true reflex of the cost of
living for those who have to work under
basic wage rules. I think at tbat time it was
suggested that the Commonwealth Govern-
ment should institute an inquiry with a view
to altering the regimen and including many
items of food that are not ineluded, and also
survey the position with regard to house
vents. I understand that, if it has not al-
ready been appointed, a Federal committee
will be selected shortly to go into the matter
with the idea of altering the formula. I
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suggest to the Premier that when he attends
the next Premiers’ Conference in August he
should ascertain whether the committee has
begnn its inquiries. There is not the slight-
est doubt that the basie wage, or rather the
manner in which it is arrived at, is very
unjust to the workers of Australia, I have
herc a reference to a meeting in the Old
Country at which the same matter was dis-
cussed. The remarks I am about to quote
were made by Alderman James Hickey, at
an Advisory Tribunal in Cork, when an
applieation was made for a bonus for packers
and shop porters employed in the drapery
firms in Cork, and also on kehalf of car-
men and lorry drivers employed by carriers
in the eity. Aldermar Hickey snid—

There are thousands of workers whose
wages are directly affected by the rise and
fall of this precious index figure. To us it
is little more than a statistical fable. It
does not fit the actual cost of living of a
single family in this city, or in any part of
the country. The basis of this cost of liv-
ing index figure is a series of working-class
household budgets ecollected in 1914. Each
item in those ancient documents is brought
up-to-date in price, and the official calcula-
tors worked it all out. Life has changed tre-
mendously in almost every way since then.
Practically everything we buy and eat is
different. Elgetrie light has replaced para-
fiin oil lamps. Cinemas were not part of our
lives, and fares were small; average working-
class rents were very far below 10s. per week,
beer and tobaceo prices were negligible. Yet
we continue o relate our cost of living back
to 1914, an cra not even remembered by any-
one under 30 years of age.

We have to realise that today many of the
things which a few years ago were considered
to be lusuries for the workers are now re-
garded as necessities, It is more than time
that this matter was attended to. Vegetables,
fruit, fish—all necessary for every family,
and particularly for growing children—are
beyond the average man on the basic wage.

Mr. Mann: And the middleman gets the
profit.

Myx. NEEDHADM : Yes.

Mr., Mann: Of course he does, and your
Government permits it.

Mr, NEEDHAM: With regard to house
rents, I understand the figure allowed is
19s. 11d. per week. But where can one
obtain a house today for any family to live
in—anything that eonld be called a honse—
for that rental? So I again suggest to the

meeting of the Premiers’ Conference what
progress has been made with this inguiry, so
that as soon as possible the basic wage will
be formmlated on items which include the
necessary things I have mentioned and a
proper allowanee for house rent. The ques-
tion of housing was referred to in the Lieut.-
Governor's Speech. We were told that the
Government has started an inquiry into the
bousing problem. When the Premier made
that announeement, he also said that houses
were now being built at the rate of 2,000 a
year. He added that we had a very big Jee-
way to make up and that something like
another 10,000 houses are required.

The Government has appointed Mr. Wall-
work to make inquiries into building opera-
tions and I welecome that item of pews. The
Government could not have obtained a
better man for the purpose, but I am hoping
that the inquiry, as it proceeds, will reveal
some information not only about building
materials, but about the exiraordinary cost
of houses today. The prices being charged
for houses are far beyond the average worker
to pay. A few years ago it was possible to
secure  four-roomed house with a kitchen
for something like £850, but a house of that
kind at that price eannot be obtained today.
I admit that the basic wage has gone up a
little sinee then, but not to such an extent
that the inercased cost of houses can be attri-
buted wholly to the inercased cost of labeur.

I noiice that the President of the Mastex
Builders' Association referred a little while
ago to the cost of housing. He said that a
brick house costing £875 to build in 1939
would cost £1095 today, representing a rise
of nearly 25 per cent. He also worked oud
the cost of a timber home of an approved
size at £975, compared with £820 pre-war,
A typieal hoose of this price would consisi
of two bedrooms, kitchen, living-room, bath-
room, enfrance porch and hall, back veran.
dah and laundry. This would allow a floox
age space of 800 square feet for the main
building, 175 square feet for the porch and
verandah and 71 square feet for the laundry
and lavatory, giving an over-all flooragy
which would conform to Workers’ Home
Board requirecments, Mr. Hawkins said thy
inerease in price of this type of dwelling &
due to heavy rises in the prices of vital
materials. e speeified these rises; bricks
nearly double. stone foundations, nearl;

Premier that he try to find out at the next double, and joinery 10 per cent,
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. 1 sineerely hope that as the result of the
ipquiry now being carried on by Mr. Wall-
work not only will we get some information
as to the production of building materials,
but some information 25 to the canse of the
great increase in prices of materials. While
houses cost so much it will be impossible for
the average worker to buy one. It is the
desire of every man to hare bhis own home
and he realises that paying rent is by no
means an economic proposition. When the
priec of a house, fit for a man, his wife and
two or three children to live in, is fixed at
upwards of £1,000 it takes him a lifetime,
and portion of the lifetimes of his children,
to become the owner of that house. T hope
something will be done to ease the price of
houses.

- MR. PERKINS (York) [5.18]: In the
early stages of the speech of the memher for
Perth he had something to say about the dif-
ficult position facing the various peoples of
the world as to both industrial and political
condilions, and the faet that there is not
mnch evidence that those diffienlties are
going to become less in the immediate future
than they are at present. T think most mem-
bers will agree that the world situation is
indced very difficult and that it is not some-
thing that will be righted over night. T ex-
peet we will have varying opinions as to the
immediate steps that should be taken to im-
prove that position, but I think members
will agree that, looked at over a long pericd,
the only way in which we will cver resolve
these difficulties, and get the effairs of the
various peoples of the world back on a basis
where they can co-operate with less frietion
than exists today, is to see that those peoples
are much better informed ahout the effects
that deeisions taken in their own particular
spheres will have on various other peoples.
The diffienlty now is that so many of us are
inelined to look at problems ouly from the
point of view of how they affect ourselvesin
onr own immediate environmoent, without
viewing them from the wider anele to which
T have referred. For many years I have
been impressed with the necessity for some
action ta be taken to enable the people of
onr own eountry—-and of other countries as
well—to improve their knowledg~ of politi-
cal and eeonomic questions.

AMr. North: There is more and more to
learn.

Mr. PERKINS: That is so. The position
is beeoming more and more complicated. In
my maiden speech in this House I referred
to this question and suggested that, in order
to do somecthing towards this end in our own
community, we should take steps to improve
the accessibility of beoks to our people. Al-
though the newspapers, the radio and
various other agencies can do a lot towards
informing the people on vital questions I
think it will be agrecd that none of those
agencies offers an cntirely satisfactory sub-
stitute for books. I am pleased to say that
the Government, when the member for
Geraldton was Premier, looked on the pro-
posal favourably, and we bad set up what
is now known as The Country Free Lending
Library Scheme. I remember having a de-
putation to the then Premier, and he ealled
for a report from Dr. Battye of the Perth
Public Library. As the result of that a
committee was set up, of which Dr. Battye
was chairman and the member for Brown
Hill-Ivanhce and myself werc among the
members, Owing {o the activities of that
committee, and the promise of the Govern-
ment to subsidise any country eommunity
on a £ for £ hasig, there are now operating
in Western Anstralia 36 of these country
libraries. I think it will be agreed that that
has been a very satisfactery beginning.

The centres that are taking advantage of
the seheme are Balingup, Dalwaliinu, Quair-
ading, Broomehill, Capel, Victoria Plains
Road Board, Calingiri, Bruee Rock, Merre-
din Road Board, Augusta-Margaret River
Road Board, Narrogin Distriet Library,
Chittering Road Board, Mooliabeenee, Boul-
der, York, Koorda, Moora, Dundas Road
Board, Norseman, Kondinin, Narembeen,
Goomalling, Dumbleyung, Morowa, Upper
Blackwood Road Board, Parkerville, Ko-
jonup, Wyalkatchem, Collie, Wickepin, Tam-
bellup, Threc Springs, Manjimup Road
Board, Kulin Road Board, Mingenew Road
Board, Esperance Road Board, Dandaragan
Road Board, Port Hedland Road Board, and
Dowerin Road Board. Nearly all of those
centres have taken advantage of the maxi-
mum snbsidy, which means that the Gov-
ernment is finding anything up to £1,800 per
year, while the eentre concerned finds n like
amount.  This resnlt has been extremely
aratifvinr and eneonraging, and T have no
donbt that we have taken the steps to lox the
foundation of a proper lihrary scheme 1n
this State.
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My reason for menlioning this library
scheme this alternoon is that it is one of
the few instancves whoere the country distriets
are getting something that the metropolitan
area s not getting. I am surprised that
various bodies in the metropolitan area have
not taken steps to emulate the country dis-
iricts in this regard. The availahility of
hooks to the public in the metropolitan arca
is now not much greater than it was in the
country distriets prior to this scheme being
instituted. 1 hope that interested bodies in
(ke metropolitan area will take steps to in-
stitute a similar scheme here. I agree that
there is no responsibility on the Government
to take action in the matter until the people
of Perth take steps to help themselves.

It is gbvious that if a free lending library
seheme 15 to be started in Perth on a basis
similar to that of those free libraries operat-
ing in the eapital cities of the Eastern
States, the Perth City Couneil will have to
be prepared to give some assistance in the
matter and aetion will have to be taken by
the various other intercsted people in the
metropolitan area. Until the people of
Perth do take some action it will not be pos-
sible to have g proper gver-all scheme to
serve the whele of the State. At present
the eounfry seheme is functioning well from
the Perth Publie Library, but if there were
any great inerense in its volume it would
throw a heavy burden on the officers con-
cerned. T think it most desirable that a
central library in Perth should act as the
general co-ordinating centre of the scheme.
That is the basis of the set-up in the other
States, as far as they have gone, and the
agreed opinion of competent librarians scems
to be that that is the way in which the
scheme should be organised.

Turning to other matters, during the war
we have heard s great deal from the Com-
monwealth and other Governments abont the
virtues of deeentralization, but not much has
been done about it during the war years, I
sappose that no great amonnt of netion was
possible then. I hope the talk about the de-
sivability  of decentralisation will have a
rather mere suceessful ending than had the
ialk we heard about the new order, during
the war, from Commonwealth Government
and other Government spokesmen. As re-
ea*ds the new order whirh we were promised,
much of the talk abont whirh was little better
than hot air, many people who indulgsd in

such talk were the least prepared to take
the necessary action to bring the new order
about. What muny of those people over-
luoked was that, if we were going to have a
rew or better order, it could eome about only
as a result of hard work and the expenditure
of mueh cnergy, and those people apparent-
Iy were not the ones who were prepared to
apply these requirements to themselves or
advorate them for others. I think it was the
Labour leader in New Zealand—I cannot
recolleet his pame—who, when in Australia
a few months ago, pointed out that the only
way in which we could achieve 2 high stat.
dard of living was by means of a high
standard of production. There he uttered a
very obvious truth as regards our politieal
cconomy, o truth that a great many people
in this eountry need to take to heart.

There are some people who believe we can
achieve a high standard of living by simply
taking something from one man and giving
it to somebody else. YWe might be able to
even things a liftle by that process, bat it
bas its limitations, If we are going to raise
the standard of living to any material ev-
tent, the only way to do it is hy considerably
raising our level of production. This is a
point that should be borne in mind when we
ave considering any measures that are
brought before this Parliament. The elected
representatives of the people in other Par-
liaments, of course, have their responsibili-
ties; no one ean solve the problem entirely on
his own account. Thig applies equaliv to the
leaders of industry, whether they be em-
ployvers or employees. No douht we all de-
gire to see a higher standard of living brought
abount, and it bechoves all of us to take the
necessary action so that that standard may
be raised gradually to a higher plane, I
repeat that, in my opinion, the only way
to do this is by ensuring that our over-all
production is maintained on a gradually
rising plane. After all. the most we can get
is the total production divided hy the num-
ber of people who have to share it,

Deeentralisation is a very worthy objeetive,
but if we are wuing to attain it obviously
we must take steps to make conditions in
those areas to which we want people to re-
turn as attractive as conditions in the areas
to whick the prople have shifted at some
later stae. To do this. probably many sug-
gostions could he offered Ly members of this
Tlouse. 1 intend to suggest one or two
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methods, and I do not claim that they are
original. The first one is the granting of
aid for the establishment of eountry swim-
ming pools. I understand that, while the
Country Party was in office in Vietoria, it
developed a policy of aid to local communi-
ties in order to establish swimming pools in
inland areas and that this policy is being
continzed by the Labour Government which
succeeded the Country Party in that State.
This is a matter which should receive ithe
very serious consideration of the Govern-
ment of Western Australia, Many of our
local authorities desire to aid their people in
the establishment of swimming pools, and
although at present, while we are in the
middle of our winter, it seems rather absurd
to be talking about swimming pools, during
the summer months they are a means of
meterially improving the conditions for per-
manent residents in our country areas.

Unless such amenities are developed in the
country areas I am afraid there will always
be a tcndency for men, who have amassed
sufficient wealth to live in refirement, rather
than make their homes in country towns
to go to the metropolitan area where such
amenities exist. I think members will agree
that this is a process that has been going
on for many years, and it is in marked con-
trast to what has been occurring in other of
the more highly developed States of the
Commonwealth, Anyone who knows the in-
land towns of Vietoria, New South Wales
or South Australia is aware that it is a
common practicc for farmers who have done
reasontably well and have been able to start
their sons on the land to retire to country
towng rather than move to the metropolitan
area. It ig the natural thing for such people
to do; all their friends and associations are
in those arcas where they have lived.

If reasonable amenities were provided in
the distriets where they had spent the
greater part of their lives, the most natural
thing would be for them to spend the even-
ing of their lives in those districts. So far,
with a few exceptions, this has not been the
expericnce in Western Australia.” If we ad-
here to the belief in the desirability of bring-
ing about decentralisation, our poliey should
be to encourage such a development here.
T commend this matter to the consideration
of the Government and hope it will follow
the lead given by Victoria and adopt a
policy of helping on a pound-for-pound, or
some other basis, the country arcas that are

prepared fo instal swimming pools in orde
to enhance the attractiveness of then
distriets.

There is another matter to which I wish tc
refer, though not with any idea of setting
forth any very definite opinions upon ii. 1
should like the Minister for Health, wher
introdueing his Estimates, which I under.
stand are to be bronght down this session
at an earlier stage than usual, to give us
a fairly full statement as to how the free
hospital scheme is working, I understan¢
from some of our country hospital commit
tees that the free hospital scheme, as brough
into being recently under the snbsidy madi
available by the Commonwealth Government
is having a very disastrous effect on th
finances of some of those country hospitals

The Minister for Lands: In what way!4

Mr. PERKINS: They say that the fre
hospital patients are not paying.

The Minister for Lands: Why should the
pay if the scheme is free?

Mr. PERKINS: I mean that they ar
not a paying proposition. No doubt th
Minister knows more about the finanein
of the scheme than T do. I believe that fo
these patients hospitals receive 6s. o
Gs. 6d. a day from the Commonwealth Gov
ernment—

Tha Minister for Lands: Six shillings

Mr. PERKINS: —and other subsidy fror
the Health Department in this State, whic
is supposed to level up to the hospitals th
cost of providing free beds for sue
patients. The committee hospitals ar
bound to provide free heds for patients wh
ask for them.

The Minister for Lands: That is not st

Mr. PERKINS: I hope the Minister wi
give us a clear picture of the scheme whe
the Estimates are brought down,

The Minister for Lands: If the hospita’
provide a public ward and people go i
there, they get 6s. towards the upkeep. 1
they go into a private hospital, they get 6

Mr. PERKINS: The Minister knows ¢
well as T do that many of the hospitals a1
not constructed in a way to make it po
sible to carry out that poliey in its entiret
The scheme was brought in hurriedly, ar
the result has been that patients oceupyir
free beds have been mixed up with patien
oceupying intermediate beds, The hospit
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committees are trying to remedy this as
quickly as they can alter their buildings,
and are endeavouring to provide free
wards. But even here difficulties arise. As
the committee hospitals have operated in
the past, when patients entered they were
all more or less intermediate patients. Those
who could pay did pay in full; others paid
in part, while some did not pay anything
at all, but there was no distinction between
the patients in the different categories

The Minister for Lands: And the average

collection throughout the State was Hs. 10d.
per day.

Mr. PERKINS: That is by the way.
Under the new scheme, in the average small
country hospital, we have some patients in
free wards, If they cannot pay, they have
to go into fres wards. Other patients are
in intermediate wards, and some are in pri-
vate rooms. The result is that this system
is ereating a nasty social distinction hetween
these classes of patients. When visitors go
to a hospital, they ask to see a certain
patient and are told that he is in the free
ward, which is wusually the poorest-type
ward in the hospital This is causing a cer-
tain amount of heart-burning, and I am
afraid the cutcome may be that many of the
patients will endeavour to pay for a bed in
the intermediate ward rather than suffer
from this social distinetion. I kuow there
have been some heartburnings in that diree-
fion. I do not pose as an anthority on the
frec hospital seheme. So many questions
are there that members are ealled upon
to examine, that one cannot be an aunthority
on everything. I should like the Minister
for Health when speaking on the Estimates
to present a full picture of how the scheme
is working and what the effeet of it is
upon country hospitals,

Mr. Seward: Plenty of people are de-
manding free beds.

Mr. PERKINS: There are many com-
plications. T do not know what the effect
would be on the public hospital in Perth.
It seems to me that so long as anyone is
willing to wait his time, irrespective of
his finaneial position, because he wants to
get into the Perth Hospital there cannat
be any question of distinetion between him
and another on the finaneial side. There
iz no means test at present. Even if a
person is earning £1,000 a year he has as

much right to go into a free bed in the
Perth Hospital as has the man whose in-
come is only £100 a year.

The Minister for Lands: There ave noth-
ing clse but free beds in the Perth Hospital,

My. PEREKINS: I wonder whether the
seheme will not result in so many people
endeavouring to get into the free beds at
the Perth Hospital that it will defeat its
own object—until the necessary building
programme can be undertaken—and
whether many of the poorer people who
are unable to pay the fees of private hospi.
tals will be prevented from getting inte
the Perth Hospital within a reasonable
time. Thizs matter is one that concerns
metropolitan members more than it does
me as a country member, and it is one upon
which the Minister for Health should give
the House a considerable report. Even if
country hospitals are still able to maintain
their solveney that is only being done by
means of constant appeals for donations
to the people of the district coneerned.

In my ecleetorate wherever committee
hospitals exist continnal appeals are heing
made for donations to keep those institu-
tions going. There is a distinetion hetween
the service which the people in country
hospitals ave gelting and that which is ob-
tainable in the metropolitan area. People
in the metropolitan avea get free hospital
service without being called upon to give
donations such as people in the ecountry
distriets are ealled upon to give to their
hospitals. I admit that the donations are
given freely beeanse it is generally realised
that we must keep the country hospitals
going, but the people there are treated
on a different financial basis from that
which is applied to people in the metro-
politan area.  Through their income tax
people in the ecountrv distriets are paving
towards a free hospital scheme and they are
also being asked to pay by way of donations
to theit own hospitals in order to provide
adequate hospital serviees in their districts.

The Minister for Lands: That is one of
the disabilities from which they: have always
suffered.

Mr. PERKINS: I am glad to hear the
Minister admit that it has been a disahility.

The Minister for Lands: I preached that
doetrine almost before vou were horn.
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Mr. PERKINS: 1 did not hear the Minis-
ter preach it but I hope he will make a fea-
ture of it far and wide, Too many people
fail to realise that the reasom for much of
the drift to the city is thet country people
are asked to provide many things which the
city people have given to them. We shall
have gone a leng way down the road if the
Government will admit that. If it does admit
it I take it that it will take steps to iron
out the anomaly as soon as possible.

I shouold now like to refer to the condi-
tions appertaining to some of the country
liospitals. No doubt the Minister for Health
is faced with a difficult problem in view of
the shortage of huilding materials. The con-
ditions found in some country hospitals, in
view of the fact that very few repairs were
carried out during the war, are simply de-
plorable. Those at the York hospital, for
instance would, I am sure, shock many mem-
bers were they to see them. A new mater-
nity wing has been built there in recent
years, but it does not reflect a great deal of
credit on the Public Works Department
geeing that the foundations were merely
scooped out in such a way that the subse-
quent building more resembles a cellar than
anything else, The condition of the old hos-
pital is deplorable.

The Minister for Lands: The member for
Murray-Wellington contends that the hos-
pital at Pinjarra is the worst in the world.

Mr, PERKINS: I do not wonder that the
Health Department has diffienlty in indue.
ing nurses to go on the staff of these hospi-
tals when they are asked to live in the
quarters that are provided for them. In some
instances the buildings themselves are almost
n hundred years old.

The Minister for Lands: The Premier
says he has one of the worst hospitals in the
State at Carnarvon.

Mr. PERKINS: Those buildings were not
designed for human habitation a hundrel
years ago but are now being used for fhe
housing of nurses. The Minister for Heallh
visited York recently and las promised to
bave some improvements cffected. The mat-
ter ig urgent and I hope he will not forget
his promise. If some considerable improve-
ment is not made in the quarters attached te
country hospitals—and this applies more or
less to hospital facilities generally—girls
will not be encowraged to enter the profes-

education, secondly

sion and thus remedy the desperate shortage
of nurses that exists at present. It is a
wonder to me that girls ever volunteer for
the profession in view of the deplorable
conditions under which they are asked to
work, hoth during their training and after
they have become trained.

Since I have been a member of this House
I have stated on more than one oceasion that
the three basic servieces which country people
are entitled to ask of the Government, and
the Government must provide, are firstly
water supplies, and
thirdly transport. I do not propose to deal
with the first two matters at any length to-
night. They are roughly in that order of
importance. 'The Minister for Education
has been through most of the districts and
he bas been helpful in my electorate, and
has given an assurance that the department
wil] take action as soon as the necessary
building material is available. I aceept that
assurance and will have no reason to eriticize
him until he fails to carry out his promise.

Transport, however, is in & somewhat dif-
ferent category., We have facilities of all
kinds, but even at present I do not believe
we are making the best use of those that are
available. The two main means of trans-
port are road and rail, Air transport is being
developed and no doubt will become higger
and bigger in the future. The ¢two principal
services that are available are road and rail.
Although the Transport Co-ordination Act
has been passed, I do not think we have had
by any means the best possible co-ordina-
tion between road and rail. I am surprised
that the present Government has not taken
action long before this to have a searching
inquiry into the best way of improving that
co-ordination for the future. There is no
indieation whatsoever that the eo-ordination
is to be improved at any time in the futuve
g0 far as can be ascertained.

We note that the Government has a very
intensive building programme in hand for
the railways. It has built new locomotives

_and new rollingstock of different kinds, and

has bolf-a-dozen large Diesel units on order
from England. I am not at all sure that
the Government realises all the implieations
and difficultics of the transport position to-
day. During the war, so far as passenger
transport iz concerned, people were foreced
to use the railways. Had the Government
adopted a more progressive and active
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policy I believe it would have been possible
for it to hold the goodwill which was built
up during war-time. People had become
accustomed {o travel by rail and
whereas in some ecases before the war
they would drive to Perth by car, beeause
reasonable facilities by rail were available
they arrived at the eonclusion that it was not
a payable proposition to come by road. So
far ss one can see the department has no
plans that it ean put into force in the imme-
diate future for the provision of facilities
that will enable it to hold that traffic. In the
near future we may expect increased sup-
plies of new motorears, that petrol ration-
ing will be lifted as well as tyre rationing,
and that we shall revert approzimately to
the pre-war position in the matter of road
transport.

If no satisfactery public transport is
available to serve the ecountry areas, it will
be an easy matter for anyone to drive to
Perth with other people who may also have
that object in view, merely by some of the
passengers providing the petrol. That will
mean a loss to the railway system. So far
as can be judged, the activities of the de-
partment are all in the direction of trying
to hold that traffic by means of rail passen-
mer services, but in my opinion it cannot do
s0. I do not think people are prepared to
spend eight hours on a trip of 160 miles
by rail when they can do the journey by car
in about half the time and probably in

" greater comfort. I would not like to criticise
the Minister for Railways personally, be-
cause sinee he has taken over the department
we have found a much more sympathetic atti-
tnde displayed fowards many of the requests
which have bheen put forward compared with
what existed previously. I realise the diffi-
culties eonfronting him.

Some of the troubles in the re-organising
of the departments were made evident last
night in the speech of the Leader of the
Opposition. But the fact remains that,
although the Minister for Railways an-
nouneed that he was going to develop =
system of road serviees, and mentioned two
particular routes where he was going to put
buses, so far as I know the buses have not
vet been obtained and nothing has been done
to develop these routes. I recently saw am
announcement by the Minister for Railways
that no buses were available. I am surprised
at thet beeamse according to a paragraph in
a Tecent issue of “The West Australian”

%

the Midland Railway Compsny made this
announeement—

The general mansger of the Midland Rail-
way Company (Mr. D. W. Brisbane) has
announced his company’s intention to inang-
urate road services and to provide the latest
type of modern passenger omnibuses for this
purpose. Mr. Brisbane said yesterday that
some diffienlty had been experienced in
obtaining the necessary vehieles, but the first
omnibus chassis had now arrived in Western
Australia and the construction of a modern
comfortable and roomy body was well in
hand.

With the approval of the West Australian
Transport Board a daily return service be-
tween Moora and Perth was to be inangur-
ated, and would commenece within three
months. As the omnibuses became avail-
able, consideration would be given to exten-
ston of the services throughout the territory
served by the Midland Railway. Plans were
in hand for the erection at Moora of a depot
for the servicing of the omnibuses and ae-
commodation of the operating staff,

In ““The West Australian’’ also there
have appeared advertisements for new
eight-ton heavy duty truck chasis suit-
able for truck-trailer combination, Whether
they are suitable for road bus services T
do not kuow, but the faet that the Mid-
land Railway Company is able to start a
service to Maora, and the State railway
system is unable to obtain huses to com-
mence the services ou the two routes, an-
nouneed us being the poliey of the Govern-
ment, seems to indicalc that the Midiand
Railway Company is able to do something
which the State Railway Department ean-
not. I think it would be just as well if
the Minister for Railways made some an-
nouncement as to just what are the in-
tentions of the Government in this matter.
T am afraid that the present set-up in the
railways has prevented any extension of
the read transport system by the depart-
ment,

When I first advocated the Railway De-
partment’s commencing a service between
Perth and Narembeen—the route would he
from Perth through York, Quairading and
Bruee Rock to Narembeen; and Narembeen,
by the way, has a very unsatisfactory rail
service on a roundabout route—I thought
it was entitled to some consideration. Ob-
vionsly if any kind of bus serviec is com-
menced it will eause competition in goods
traffic with the Railway Depariment, But
in view of the lack of push and enerzy
shown by the department I am beginning
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to wonder if we did the right thing in
asking it to go into this business. Whether
it would be possible to get a license from
the Transport Board for a private service
to be started in that area—of course paying
a license to the Transport Board—is some-
thing that can only be determined after
an application is made for sueh license.
But if the Railway Depariment is going
ta adopt a dog-in-the-manger attitude and
prevent any private persony {rom obtaining
licenses for those runs where the Railway
Department service is very poor, then the
department should display a great deal
more energy than it has up fo now.

T am also informed that the Kojonup bus
service, which is run by the department,
has not been provided with proper facili-
ties. It is only a kind of appendage to
the Railway Department, and seems to be
nobody’s baby. It is looked on by the Tegu-
lar railway officers as something entirely
alien to the rest of their aetivities and
something which should not be encouraged.
I am afraid that that must be the difficulty
that the Minister has to contend with.
Judging hy the statements he bas made
and the reports he has given in this House,
there secms to be plenty of willingness on
his part to develop these road trangport
services in conjunetion with the railways,
but when we find that, notwithstanding that
he stated that as soon as possible Toubes
were to bo developed between Perth and
Navembeen, and Perth and Manjimup, 12
months after the war has ended no action,
apparently, has been taken, we begin _to
wonder whether the department is a suit-
able one to handle these road transport
services. 1 might be better for the Gov-
ernment to consider establishing an entirely

new department to handle road transport!

The Minister for Mines: You might have
an opportunity to give a vote on that in
a few months’ time and I feel that you will
not do it when it comes before you.

Mr. PEREKINS: I am pleased to hear
that statement from the Minister.

The Minister for Mines: Up to date all
vou have been talking is tommy-rot!

Mr. PERKINS: Possibly. The Minis-
ter—

The Minister for Mines: One does not get
mueh encouragement from you fellows.

Mr. PERKINS; The Minister will have
an opportunity to reply to what I am say-
ing. The fact remains that announcements
were made a long while ago that the Rail-
way Department was going to develop road
services, and a later announcement was made
by the Minister that mo buses were avail-
able and, on top of all that we have, in re-
cent days, the statement from the Midland
Railway Company that it has been able to
obtain buses to commence a service between
Perth and Moora, That company intends to
extend the service along the Midland line.
We, who represent country distriets, are en-
titled to ask what the State Covernment is
doing to provide a service similar to that
which the Midland Railway Company finds it
ean give to its clients. That is all T ask. [I
do not think the eriticism I have been making
tonight is unfair in any shape or form, and
T am surprised that the Minister for Mines
and Railways should take the exception that
apparently he is taking to my remarks. Ob-
viously we are all concerned with the pro-
viding of a satisfactory transport system.

The Minister for Mines: Do not you think
it eoncerns me?

Mr, PERKINS: I have no doubt it does,
and the Minister might be having a worse
time than any of us.

The Minister for Mines: Why do you not
come to me and get the faets before making
statements that are nof true?

Mr, PERKINS: The Minister ean correct
what I have said if it is necessary.
The Minister for Mines: I have —

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. PERKINS: The subject of the de-
partment’s pussenger services is one on
which I have spoken previously in {his
House. I think the department could well
make more inguiries than it spparently has
done as to whether rail passenger serviees
are paying. 1 mentioned previously, as an
illustration, that we have a Diesel serviec
on the Corrigin-Bruce Rock-York-Perth line
The Diecsel ear leaves Bruee Iock at 7.30 a.m
There are two stock trains in front of if
on the Bruee Roek-York line and if
is scheduled to pass one of them a
Shaekleton and the other hetween Quairad
ing and Balkuling. It is necessary for thes:
stock trains to remain at the sidings wher
they have stopped to cnable the Diesel cai
to pass while the Disscl eatches np one sec
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tion and gets one section ehead. Diesel rail
cars are capable of carrying 76 people, and
occasionally they have more than that num-
ber, but the average load is probably 35
to 40 passengers, It will be difficult to main-
tain even that number when the private cars
are again on the road.

In costing the different elasses of traffie,
5o far as I can gather from the Railway De-
partment, no allowance is made for the time
spent by the crews of the goods trains while
the Diesel rail ear is passing them. That
cost must be very considerable, but under
the department’s costing system the revenue
from goods goes into the goods traffic and
the cost of running these goods trains is
charged against the goods traffic. The cost
of running the Diesel ears is charged against
the passenger traffic and the revenue from
the Diesel services is credited to passenger
traffie. But, in fact, the costs of the goods
traffic are being materially raised by reason
of that particular passenger traflie being
given priority. Yet, so far as I am able
to gather, no allowance is made for that
in the depariment’s accounts. The result is
that an impression—a false one—is created
in the minds of railway officers and in the
minds of members of the general public that
the passenger traffic is something of & gold
mine, and that the goods trafiic is, perhaps,
run at a loss. If the proper costs were al-
lowed against the passenger traffic and a
proper set-offi made against the goods traffic
on account of the delays caused by the pas-
scnger traffic having priority on lines such
as these, my opinton is that the goods traffie
would be shown in a much better light than
it is at present.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. PERKINS: At the tca adjournment
I was discussing the distribution of costs
between passenger and goods traffic, parti-
cularly on single-track railway lines, and the
distribution of costs generally as hetween
those two classes of ineome received by the
Railway Department. T said I was certain
that the passenger traffic was not nearly as
profitable to the Railway Department as the
depariment seemed to believe it was. Tt is
diftenlt for any private member to he dog-
matic on this point, but I would urge the
Railway Department to conduet a much
more eareful examination than it appears to
have done at any stage in the past into this

question of costs and ineome, as between
these two classes of traffic. Viewing the
matter generslly, I think any one of us is
justified in stating that there are many
points at which the eosts could be cut, were
it not that special provision has to be made
for passenger traffic. In the past and, we
hope, to & greater degree in the future, we
have had hoth good roads and the railway
lines available.

We have the choice of earrying goods or
passengers over either rosds or railways. A
sensible distribution seems to be to carry
the light traflic—the passenger trafic—over
the roads, and the heavy goods traffic over
the railways, That is the point that im-
presses me in the case for the Railway De-
partment running the road services, becanse
in those circaumstances it would be sble to
balance one type of traffic against the other,
I think that is the reason why members on
this side of the House would support the
Railway Department in providing a passen-
ger service on the roads. Perhaps the Gov-
ernment has inquired farther into the posi-
tion than I am aware of. Judging by the
reaction of the Minister to the remarks I
made before the adjournment, be may have
information that I have not, but he can
hardly blame me for making those remarks
if he has in his possession information that
he has not passed on to members. The faet
remains that there are certain areas that are
not being satisfactorily served by tho rail-
ways at present in the matter of passenger
traffic, and those areas arc asking for an
improved service which, up to date, the Rail-
way Department has not been able to pro-
vidlee The Midland Railway Company has
taken action and is providing an improved
passenger service on its line. I have no doubt
that a properly run passenger service ean
do much to hold some of the wartime emer-
geney passenger traffie.

On one of the routes that the Minister
mentioned at an earlier stage, where the
Railway Department contemplates putting
on & hus, the Perth, York, Quairading, Bruee
Rock and Narembeen route, at the Narem-
been end particularly the passenger service
is very poor and is over 40 miles longer than
the direet route. With a good read right
through that area I helieve a much higher
speed. could be maintained than the safe
Tunning speed attainable on our lightly eon-
strueted railway lines, Provided the Rail-
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way Department is prepared to supply that
hus service in the rcasonably near future,
I would be the last one to agitate that the
serviee should be provided by private enter-
prise, I would stre.s that, unless action is
quickly taken, the Government will lose
whalever goodwill has been built up by the
Railway Department by reason of the emer-
geney trafiic during the war, Unless we are
to revert to the position of people Qriving
their own cars to Perth, and carting many
of their friends with them, action will have
to be taken in order to get rond services
operating and provide a reasonable service
for passengers. On that route which I have
mentioned and in which, of course, I am most
interested, the road surface is not the best.
There is bitumen for 80 miles from Perth,
but most of the route has been declared a
main road and will be put in good condi-
tion in the near future. The loecal authori-
tics in that area have assured me that if
the Railway Department is preparet to get
on with the job and get the services operat-
ing, it will have 100 per cent. co-operation
from them. The road boards in that arca
have a considerable amount of cquipment.

The Bruece Rock Road Board has recently
purchased special truck loading equipment,
a bulldozer and a lorge carry-ail scoop,
which I understand is bigger than anything
in the possession of the Main Roads Board.
The Bruce Rock Road Board also has two
large patrols. The chairman of that hoard
assares me that they will eo-operate and
muke that equipment available to the Main
Roads Board, whenever possible, in arder to
push that road through and make the sur-
face suitable for a bus service. Of course
it would he better to have a bitumen road
right through, but a good gravel surfaece is
quite all right for buses to run on, In the
Eastern  States, earlier in the year, 1
travelled by many of the road serviees and
I was impressed by the service given by some
of them,

As an instanee, T would mention the ser-
viee provided by Ansetfts Road Services,
from Portland through to the Murray. There
is one long streteh, from Hamilton to Hor-
sham, which was sparsely populated when
that road serviee was instituted. I have
no doubt that Anseits Road Servier ran af
a loss in the early stages. The amount of
development that has taken place simply
hecause of a satisfactory transport service

being provided is very noticeable.  There
are many farms and small settlements that
have developed along that route, I bave no
doubt that we can do the same thing in this
State, If we supply the serviees it is only
natural that population will follow them. If
wa arg provide better transport services for
our inland areas that will be a big factor
in holding the population there. Many
people express themselves as favorable to
decentralisation, but Governments and in-
dividuals, too, will have to take the re-
quisite steps if it is to become an accom-
plished fact. I suggest to the Government
that a rapid improvement in our transport
services, making them fast and eomfortable,
would he a very big factor indeed.

There are o few minor matters regarding
the Raway Department that I wish to
mention. Apparently the eoal position has
materially improved and it should be pos-
sible for the department to look for traflic
wherever it ean be found, I think that as
soon as the rollingstock and eoal are avail-
able, the deparlment would find it profit-
able to put on Sunday evening trains from
many of our nearer centres to LPerth. 1
understand that a train already runs from
Northam to Perth, but it shoulit be possible
to extend that further nlong the (loldfieid~
line, leaving the more distant stations earlier
in the evening. The case is not so good in
relation to the Eastern Goldfields line he-
cause o train leaves Merredin at 312.30 a.m.
on Monday, reaching Perth a little after
8 am. Co

On the Great Southern line. I consider
that an execllent case can be made out for
a Sunday evening train from York or Bever-
ley or even further south to Perth. People
ean got out from Perth by railway trans-
port on Saturday, but it is impossible to
get back on the existing service in time to
start work on Monday morning. If we en-
courage people to use one service, obviously
we should provide the back service to enable
them to complete the return journey. These
serviees, possibly, could be more satisfae-
torily provided by means of road buses, but
until road services are institnted the depart-
ment should seriously consider the running
of a Sundav evening train on that line,

I have heard various adverse comments on
the change in the running of the Diesels and
of their not stopping ot suburhan stations.
The position scems to be that Diesels from
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country areas run non-stop from Midland
Junetinn to Perth. This causes some incon-
venienee to quite a lot of people, who have
to alight at Midland Junction nnd complete
the journey by suburban train.

Mr. Watts: Do not suggest an alteration
there! When yon have travelled from Al-
bany. you do mot want to slop at every
suburban station,

Myr. PERKINS: I have no wish to le
dogmalie, but I should like the department
to consider the matter, The last point I
wish to make coneerns a question of general
policy. It is a matter of great moment both
to the Government and to the people who
have to do business with Government depart-
ments that the general administration of
those departments should he as ellicient as
possibie, I have no doubt thai the general
administration in this State will compare
reagonahly well with that in any other
State. I dJo not wish to draw any compari-
son. I expeet it is inevitable that depart.
mental administration should be more rigid
and less flexible than the tyye of administra-
tion found in private concerns. At any yate,
the ohjective should he to make the adminis-
tration as flexible as possible, T am aware
that in the Government departments there
are many very good officers, just as good
men as are to be found in private eon-
eerns, hut T am not at all sure that the hest
use is being made of the talents of those of-
ficers, I dare say that members of this
House are aware of instances of pinpricking
and rigidity in the departments that have
done much to diseourage such offierrs. If
these disadvantages could be ahated, it would
make for the efficiency of the administration.

In addition, there seems to be 2 lack of
opportunity in many of our Government de-
partments as compared with the opportuni-
ties that exist in private industry. It seems
to be the aim of the more efficient private
eoncerns fo give their employees as wide an
experience and os many opportunities ns
possible to extend their knowledge and thus
improve thuir efficieney. I understand that
much of the sueress achieved hy the Broken
Hill Proprietary Company has been due to
its pulicy of giving employces opportunities
ta visit other parts of Australia and other
purts of the world in order to extend their
experience and gain first-hand knowledge
of developments in other places,

Tn a speech in this House on a previvus
oceasion, I made o suggestion that was quite
well reecived on the Government bench,
namely, that advantage should be taken of
the system of long serviee leave granted Lo
public servants by assisting young officers
to go to other parts of Australia or othcr
parts of the world in order fo study the
type of work in which they are engaged and
in which they are interested. When an of-
Geer has been in a department for ahout 10
years, he is approaching the point of becom-
ing one of the men who can make or mar
the department. At present, when a Gov.
ernment servant of that type is due for long
service leave, he has not enough money to
go Lo some other part of the world to study
the work in which he is interested or to take
a holiday. In any event, it is havdly likely
that he would be prepared to spend whal
money he had solely to increase his own
efficiency for the benefit of the department;
he would be looking for some relaxation also.
I have no doubt that if the Government pro-
vided tickels for suitable officers as well as
for their wives to assist them to tvavel to
other places where they could gain useful
experience, it would make them much more
valuable to the department and would in-
volve the Government in very little cost. I
am not suggesting that this might be done
for every employee, but a large number of
employees would doubtless be glad to take
advantage of such assistance.

I should not like to he dogmatie about the
amount of assistance that should he granted
but if the principle were accepted, suitable
arrangements could he made. Tn my opinion
snch a scheme would have far-reaching ef-
feets on the efficiency of our Government
departments. The result would follow that
when new equipmeni was nceded in, say,
the Railway Department or the Electricity
Department or some other of the technical
departments, officers would be available who
had had the advantage of a kind of study
that had made them conversant with the
latest developments of the type of equip-
ment required, and there would be ne neces-
sity to send somebody away from the State
in order to get that information. In eny
case, I think it very much sounder to be
giving that training and experience to the
vounger men in the Government depart-
ments who ultimately will be responsible
for the administration and condunct of the
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depariment, as against the older men who
have been in the department for many
years, have worked up to responsible posi-
tions and, in the nature of things, would
have to retire in the course of a year or
two. The suggestion in my opinion has end-
less possibilities. It may also be possible
to extend tho system of exchange between
officers in Western Australiz and the other
States. I understand that has been done in
the past in the Education Department; it
may have been done in the case of other
departments but [ am net aware that it has
been.

It should he possible to arrange for es-
ehanges of officers within Australia and I
have no doubt that it would have a very
beneficial cffect on the departments econ-
cerned, There would be a big broadening of
knowledge of the kind of problems which
arise in the various States. 1t scems to me
it is all to the benefit of Ausiralia as a
whole that the officers of departments in one
State should learn of the difficultics eon-
fronting similar departments in other States.
T do not wish to be dogmatic about it; I
realise there may be many problems which
are not immediately apparent, but the
gencral principle of allowing vounger offi-
vers in a department to visit other parts of
the world, in order to study develepments
in the same line of work as that in which
they are engaged, is a very important one
indeed. The example of the Broken Hill
Proprietary Company and the suceess which
it has achieved by the adoption of thig prin-
ciple is something which shonld be an ohd
ject lesson to us, I commend the suggostion
to the Government and hope there will he
some inquiry into it,

MR. NORTH (Claremont) [7.53]: The
Lient.-Governor’s Specch opens this year
with heartfelt remarks about the victory over
our enemies, and then it goes on to say that,
in common with the rest of the world, the
State  facrs serious problems owing to
various things, industry, commeree and so
on, While not denving anything contained
in those remarks, T would urge that therc
are ather worse problems, complete enigmas,
facing the State which are correetly kept out
of the Lient.-Governor's Speech but which
should be dealt with on an oceasion like
this. The first cnigma I would refer to
deals with the population guestion. The

Lieut.-Governor’s Specch later confains a
remark stating that earth-moving equip-
ment, road-making equipment, and land-
clearing equipment have heen purchased.
That raises the very issue I wish to raise
in regard to the population question, because
we are all aware from rcading the news-
papers and from speeches that the Commeon-
wealth Government is making a move in re-
gard to immigration and that the State Gov-
ernment is asked to econcur in that move. I
think the proposal so far announced is that
70,000 migrants a year shall be brought here
when shipping is available,

The enigma I would refer to is, frst, how
far ean we by population in Australia, and
Woestern Australia in particular, faee the
menace of the Eastern world in the future;
and seeondly, whether the world as a whole
—1I know these arve very biz questions and
can be easily brushed aside as being beyond
our immediate concern—is not far too
heavily populated today. 1 mentioned the
acquirement of earth-moving equipment. It
is things of that sort which are causing this
problem in the world today of excess popula-
tions in many places. But if we in Western
Australia sccure the numbers we require,
obviously the Government will need to pro-
ceed in a big way with the works forecast
in the statement to whieh T bave referred.
Recurring to the first question, how are we
to get sufficient numbers in sufficient time
to be of any use from the point of view of
the defence of this country? The question
is so difficult that it is hardly ever stressed
on the public platform. Even if we secure
{he number which the Premicr mentioned
recently in a very interesting and able ad-
dress, at least 60,000,000, which would bhe
an cxtreme success, how eonld we with that
number expect to face the rolling millions
of the Far East? Therefore, being aware
of that diffeulty, we have to logk to an
other sphere if we are to feel comfortable in
supporting the local moves mentioned in
the Speech for developing this State.

Here T wonld like, if T may, to digress
for a moment to look at the position in
Great Britain so far as it concerns the num-
ber of people we hope to obtain. T have also
read the mecounts of the inquiries made by
the Commonwealth Government in Europe
for immigrants; but in Britain we bave a
position which I think is really tragic,
othough it could also be regarded as har-
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ing a humorous side. There was a gentle-
man writer in the Press—I should have said
a humorous writer beeause of course he
would be a gentleman—who wrote on the
question of the sale of perfumes in Great
Britain and America. He deseribed the
wording on those perfumes. One was called
“Attar of Petals,” and he said that this
partieular brand “will set the seat of per-
fection on her loveliness and enthral the
senses with the pulse-quickening fragrance
of sun-kissed blossoms.’”” There was another
one: “Ecarlate de Suzy.” Its dry winey
sparkle seems to loosen some springs in the
man of taut nerves and dark moods.” Still
another is enlled “Breathless.” This brand
is “made for those moments when your pulse
quickens, when yon live an eternity, ani
the world is yours.,” Those perfumes are
keing sold in Great Britain and Ameriea
today and that is the language employed to
sell them. On the other hand, a gentleman
who wants to buy some shaving lotion finds
this on the package: “Kcep tightly eclosed
after using.”

Mr. Doney: Who are the local agents for
those perfumes?

The Premier: I thought you looked in-
terested,

Mr. NORTH: The point of wy remarks
15 this: The situation is & very tragic one,
beeause the story of those perfumes is the
story of the struggle for a husband by mil-
lions of British girls who never e¢an have
a husband, heeause there 1s a surplus. Those
girls are fighting and those are their
methods. All the men get is to be told to
keep their shaving lotion tightly closed after
using! Whet can we do about that prob-
lem? Ts it worth while for the Government
to consider immigration from the point of
view of the surplus women of Britain? We
in Australia are a little short of women,
T thirk there are about 50,000 or 60,000
more men than women in the Commonwealth
today, which, of eourse, is not a very great
difference. T believe there are nearly 30,000
more men in Western Ausiralia than there
are women; but there is this huge surplus
of wemen in Britain, this tragie surplus
of eligible bachelor girls who, by mathe-
matical certainties, eannot have hushands
under the present moral code. Yet we have
the biologieal urge I have referred to of re-
auiring every pessible person we c¢an abtain
frem other parts of the world to eome and

reside in this ecountry so that we may mako
ourselves more secure in the future. The
Premier quoted the number we could actu-
ally absorb at the best as being 60,000,000,
and I think the House will agree that figure
would not meet the danger that lies ahead.

So we must turn to another sphere—the
sphere of the United Nations—where Dr.
Evatt at this moment, I understand, is
speaking on behalf of 17 nations. Australin
seems to he getting up along the line n
little! I suppose Dr, Evatt is trying to
bring about seme military plans and seeure
some ecconomic strength to hold back the
ccononmic menaee—I will not say the other
kind of menace—from the eastern raees.
Rut should we stop there? Should we not
try lo ask ounrselves why it is that on the
one hand so many of our white races are
losing population and are not reproducing
themselves, and why it is that on the other
hand the castern roces, including Russia—
which, in a sensc, is partially eastern—are
inercasing their populations at sueh a rapid
rate? Reasons are given. It is said that in
our own country and also in the other demo-
eratic nations the smalt families come from
luxuricus homes and that in the depressed
families—the families on the lower incomes
—the birth rate is being maintained. So
should it not be the duty of those entrusted
with onr welfare in the higher levels that
we look up to from this lower hill to try
to improve the standard of the depressed
races 50 as to make them less inclined 1o
have large families?

What a tragedy there has heen in India
where the British have, by their erigineering
achievements, persuaded the Indians to
reproduce themselves faster and faster,
and have made the problem worse and worse
for the world as the yecars have gone hy!
So it seems to me that while we have in
this Parliament a great duly to perform in
loeal development, yet we have this shadow
over our heads. Not merely have we the
menaee of the numbers of people in other
countries; hut we are faced with the fact
that even if we do our very best we ean
hardly hope to populate our country suf-
ficiently to withstand the economie stress
nnless, over the years to come, the United
Nations ean make a suceess of the job now
being attempted. I take it we all hope that
snceess will be achieved, I hope I have
made it elear in my few remarks that, so far
as T am concerncd, it should be the duty
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of the Australian Government and the
State Government to give consideration to
the question of whether we eannot somchow
evolve n plan to absorb a great number of
the surplus girls of Great Britain.

In passing, I think a question might
well be addressed to the correct source—
I take it that would be the lederal sphere
—as to what happened during the war
vears; that is, whether the Aussies brought
home more brides from abroad than the
British and the Yanks took away from Aus-
tralia, I wonder what the actual position
would bhe on balance. We should be out
to win, heeause we are the ones that need
them most.

The Premier: I think we are due to lose;
our girls are so beautiful.

Mr. NORTH: Yes, that is the diffienlty.
Leaving that question, I turn to the second
enigma which worries me—we have to face
these things cventuslly—and that is the
fuestion of the quality of the soil we use
in Western Australin for the growth of
our crops. The other morning I was very
glad to hear the ‘‘ Archer’’ giving a long
d’atribe on that very question, and pointing
wout that all the foed eranks, as he ealled
them, were of no nse unless we got down
to the fundamental rvequirement that the
xotl which grows the food we cat must be
absolutely 100 per cent. I would like to
know from the Government whether, in
dealing with soil erosion—which is referred
to in the Speech—il has some plan or some
information which might be used by those
who grow our various foods with a view
first of all to restoring the soil to its origi-
nal quality, and then maintaining it at that
standard. I will not say any more than
inst that, becaunse it is not a question whieh
concerns a city member direetly, thouch
it does concern him very much indirecily,

The third enigma, which has never really
been brought into the dayiight, is the
ever-remmring waze.price protlem. Tn the
last three or four weeks America hag seen
what ean happen to n eounfry which tries
to ahandon eontrols too soon after a great
war. We have seen something resembline
«hang in that country, until price eontrol of
a kind was again clapped on by the United
‘States Congress. I think that we in this
‘Chamber should find ont at the earliest pos-
sible moment what is the real answer to that
wage-price problem, There are experts who

advoeate the lifting of controls and others
who advocate their continuance. All we
know is that we are all committed, as a Par-
liament, as individual parties and, I think,
as individual members, to a high employ-
ment policy. We have never had that before
in peaeetime; we have only had ahout a 75
per cent. employment, The result is that
nobody can say what will happen after this
war when there is full employment and
goods are being rapidiy produeccd.

The only guide we have is what happened
in America in 1930; and also to the rest
of the worll. We all remember--and my
remarks follow some made by the member
for Brown Hill-Ivanhoe in the very able
address he delivered the other afterncon—
that the bottem fell ont of priees in the
Tnited States. The world followed suit, and
we know that at that time there was some-
thing approaching full employment. They
got nearer to full employment at that time
than ever before in the history of America.
That full employment had one effect—a
hoom—and that is only another term for
what is now called inflation. So there is
hefore us, and we ecannot escape it, an
enigma, Are we going to be able to turn out
full production of goods on a high employ-
ment sehedule so that the people ean enjoy
the high standard of living that we all wish
to see, without some control? That is an
enigma that faces all Parliaments. If it can
be achieved without control, so much ihe
better, but T would say, “Thank God for our
experience during the war,” because it
enables our economic experts, business mag-
nates and financiers to turn to some control
with the knowledge that they have gained,
which they would not have had had it not
been for the war. So there is hope that we
shall, this time, achieve that enormous pro-
duction and distribution without either o
hoom or a slump, That is the idea.

The question is: What control will be
neeessary? I think it is an important one
and I shall watch with the greatest interest
the future happenings in this matter. [
might say, in pascing, that comparel with
the United States, we can congratulate our-
selves on having done a better job in regard
to the dangers of inflation than has Ameriea
or any other country. The fourth enigma
that worries me is the question of the rail-
ways. We heard something on this subject
tonight from the member for York. After
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all it is a question that cannot he shirked. which iz a prosperous and efficient demo-

It has to be decided. If members care to
look up the deseription of the origin of
railways they will see that in those days,
when they were experimenting with steam,
great stress was laid on the fact that hy
putting g metnl wheel on g metal rail, a
tremendous fractive advantage was gained
compared with the same wheel on a road.
That does not seem today to have any mean-
ing, The speeches that one hears and the
articles that one reads on the guestion of
transport go to show that the motorear is
considered to be just as efficient as a similar
vehiele with its wheels on a metal rail, But
it one examines the history of the origin of
railways one will sec that there is a tremen-
dous mechanieal advantage to he obtained
by pulling a wheel over a rail. I understand
that if one takes one of those little trikes
worked by the railway men—I forget what
they are called—

Mr. Watfs: Kalamazoos,

Mr. NORTH; Yes. If they are taken off
the rail and put to work on a bitumen
road it would be difficult for their crews to
get them to go at all.

The Minister for Works: They might go
downbhill.

Mr. XORTH: If there is a tremendous
mechanical advaniage to be gained by run-
ningz a heavy vehicle with metal whecls on a
rail, surely, as the matter progresses through
the ramifications of a modern railway system,
the railways should be successful in handling
the bulk of our transport. I am only asking
these questions as a humble member trying
to follow the ramifieations through which we
are pgoing today. I can see tremendous hns-
tility toe the railways in this State. In
addition there are people all over the world
who see the advantage ol moter transport
over all other types. I saw published the
other day some details of the bus serviea to
be run from Perth to Moora, and the
schedule seemed to me to bhe very slow. Tt
appeared to work out at about 25 miles per
hour.

Mr. Perkins: It is very slow,

Mr. NORTH: If road transport is so
much better than the railways it should have
a faster schedule, I am a diseiple in these
matters and am trying to find ont what is
going on in the world. For the information
of members I refer to the Unifed States,

cracy, and might be ealled the home of rail4
ways, because there are between 250,000
and 300,000 miles of railways therc today.
They have {rains with which they are not
satisfied. From New York to Washington,
s distance of 230 miles in round figures, the
serviee was earried out by steam trains which
did the journey in about four and a half
hours. We, in this State, would call that
fairly good going, and so, I think, would the
people in most parts of Ameriea.

But while one hears a lot of talk around
the town and reads statements in the Press
that the railways are tinished and out-of-
date, one learns that the private companies
operating in the United States—the rail-
ways there are not owned by the Govern-
ment but by eompanies run by enterprising
men ont to make money—have electrified the
whole of that line. They were not content to
cover the distance in four and a half hours
and now do the journcy in something over
three hours, That does not lovk to me as
though the companics operating in America
are going to discard their railway systems,
[ have read that they are modernising their
railways for all they are worth; they are
spending milliohs to make their raillways
better and better, It seems as though they
are operating machines which basically,
given the same amount of power, operate
more efficiently than do the same machines
on the roads,

Mzr. Perkins: They also bave road services
there.

Mr. NORTH: Of eourse, and anyone who
compares the road services of Britain, the
TUnited States or Australia with the railways,
as to speed over long distance, would find
it a very unfavourable comparison. But
speed does not have to be the objective. T
can visualise many people enjoying a ride
on the roads to see the eountry and ‘to go
through different towns. It does not follow
that rvoad services should travel the same
routes as the railways. I would be the last
person to suggest that because we have
spent in Australia a matter of £300,000,600
or £400,000,000—to be accurate it is
£400,000,000 with all the losses and deficits
—we should throw it all away, simply be-
eanse there is an opportnnity ahead of us to
provide road services. Why not have both?
This country ean carry the two.
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The taxpayers in this State have provided
£27,000,000 for our railways, and those in
Australia nearly £400,000,000. Not only do
the taxpayers have to meet losses hecaunse
the railways are not modernised, but they
also have an obligation te oversea financiers.
I used to be told that they were clergymen,
orphans and widows, but I think there are
others as well to whom we owe this money.
I am sure we wish to honour our obligations,
and one way to do that is to see that our
railways are modernised and kept up-to-
date eompared with other serviees conecrned
in the development of transport in this State,
I cannot see why there should be the rivalry
and hostility that exist between the air-
ways-—-1 do not refer to those operating
them—and other forms of transport. Some
members of the public say they wounld prefer
to go to Melbourne by air in nine hours,
others say they get air sick and would rather
go by train angd take longer, while still others
prefer to go by sea.

Mr. Watts: One man set out to walk,

Mr. NORTH: He was a very hopeful
fellow. Why should we not visualise all
these forms of transport being developed
together? A very important question was
touched on by the Premier when he men-
tioned the development of the betler nreas
of Australia to maintain a population of
60,000,000. A population of even half that
number would justify great development of
our different transport services, T therefore
welecome the optimistie aftack on the devel-
opment of the railways being advoeated and
advertised by the Minister for Railways who
says he js determined to bring the old ser-
viee up-lo-daic to meet modern condifions.
T am eompletely silent on the question of
standardisation. We have had speeches by
various experts, and they all take the line
that there are other things more important
than railway standardisation at the present
time. That, of course, cannot be disputed,
hut it does not answer the question of
whether the railways will be standardised or
not. All we know from the Press, so far,
is that 6,000,000 of Australin’s seven and a
half million population are now to be
served by standardised railways, We are
not yet sure whether our Minister for Rail-
ways will agree to do something about the
matter in Western Australia, Apparently it
3z still an open question, but I sec no reason

why immediate local needs such as the pro-
vision of water storage should he delayed
in favour of standardisation

With the tremendous power of productive
machinery today, when everything returns to
normal in two or three years’ time I think we
will find that the Minister for Industrial
Development will not have much diffienlty
in putting in hand big jobs that today he
cannot touch because of Jack of manpower,
I helieve there will be a complete swing
round and that, not many years from now,
we will be glad to have available prodnctive
works to absorb the unemployed that might
exist by that time. Wherever we turn we
find the modern business man putting in
machinery whenever possible. I think it is
all for the best in the long run, though eagh
time it is done it leads to difficultics, with
the wnplovees who are being replaced, in
other works. The other enigma vith whieh
T desire to deal is that of the financial
future of this State.

The Premier: I was hoping the member
for Claremont had severa]l more.

Mr. NORTH: I wish next to deal with
the question of balanced budgets, and West-
ern Australia’s position under the Com-
monwealth today, which was also dealt with
in the Lieut.-Governor’s Speech in a very
optimistic vein that I hope will prove to be
a snceessful foreeast, We are told that there
is a deficit of £912,000 odd, and that it is
hoped the full elaim will be met by the
Grants Commission.

Mr. Abbott: I think that is a correct us-
sertion, that the statement is full of hope.

Mr. NORTH: That is the way to talk
to them. With qall the experience of the war
and of the handling of enormous numbevs
of men on large projects, I believe
the Grants Commission could prove to
be quite a useful body in future. As
long as it does the nght thing every
time and as long as we arg fully em-
ployed, as a State, many of our trouhles
may be over. We might leave the headaches
to Canberra, while we do the work here. On
the other hand we might find that that wonld
not always he so, I know that suggestions
do not mean very much during the Address-
in-reply, but I think that sometimes some-
thing good comes out of them. My experi-
ence in Parliament has been that, although
the Address-in-reply is often despised, and
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though we are told that the sooner it is over
the more quickly we will get down to busi-
ness, more good ideas have came ont of
the debate than out of any other part of the
gession. I have seen some of those sugges-
tions followed up at a later date, and T even
made one such myself, in 1925.

Mr. Watts: Has it been followed np?

Mr. NORTH: Yes. In 1925 the Govern-

ment of the day was bringing In a
big Bill dealing with arbitration, the
famons “McCallum Bill” During the

Address-in-reply, before we got to that
Bill, the people of Claremont were verv
anxious that we should have a child endow-
ment seheme. They thought there was not suf-
ficient money coming out of industry to fin-
ance all the workers as if they bad children,
and that the hest plan would be to have &
child endowment scheme. That appears in
“Hansard" for 1925, TFifteen yvears later
the Commonwealth Government did some-
thing about it. It is still only an attempt,
but it is a move in the right direction.

Mr. Needham: It was mooted in Canberra
long hefore that time,

Mr. NORTH: That may be so. I am only
making the suggestion that the Address-in-
reply oceasionally brings forward something
worth while. I do not think the child endow-
ment scheme has reached its final stage yet.
but it is invaluable. An idea such as that
is worth while bringing forward during a
debate of this kind. My experience is that
a great many things in this world do depend
cn 95 per cent. of perspiration and five per
cent. of inspiration, bul the five per cent.
of inspiration is the hardest part to get hold
of. A simple instance is that of Edison
seratching a reeord with “Mary Had a Little
Lamb” on it, and of the enormous industry
that has come out of that incident.

AMr. Rodoreda: Did not Alberta adopt one
of vour sugzzeskions?

Mr. NORTH : No, that had nothing to do
with me; that was the idea of the people of
Claremont.,

The Premier: Of which part of Claremont?

Mr. NORTH: I was the very humble ex-
ponent of the ideas of a large public move-
ment in my district. I did my best, and we
know what has happened.

The Minister for Justice: They have not
done teo badly in Alberta.

Mr. NORTH: I hope we shall hear all
about it sooner or later.

The Premier: I have kept my promise to
you and have written for information.

Mr. NORTH: I am pleased to hear that.
I belicve we should have a scientific form of
government. When I say “scientific,” I mean
that it would be silly if all Governments
tried to do the same thing at the same time.
My idea is that the Russians should go »
far as they can with the red policy and that
we shonld go as far as we can with our pre-
sent demoeratic policy. If there are other
people who decide upon another policy, they
should have the right to try it out as Al-
berta is doing today. However, there is no
movement of that sort in my distriet todav.

Mr. Watts: The Alberta proposition is
not the one you put up ten years ago.

Mr. NORTII: No. I believe that under
the demceratic system any Government
shonld sappert and carry out the policy on
which it was returned. One of the Alberta
doctrines is that you must have over 50 per
cent. of the people with you before you start
to do anything.

The Minister for Works: I think they
have discarded the A plus B theorem.

Mr. NORTH: Very likely. However, [
was discussing the value of the Address-in-
reply debate. T regret that I mentioned Clare-
mont ideas because it might appear like an
attempt to throst forward the views of one
distriet. Over the years I have heard valu-
able suggestions offered during the Address-
in-reply debates and some of them have been
adopted, though not always in the prerise
{form in which thev were offered. I have alse
heard valuable suggestions made at model
Parlinments. There is one in the eily now,
and some of us were invited to join, but
T think members would be wise to keep in
the background.

The Premior: Otherwise it would not he
model, would it?

Mr. NORTH: I do not know whether the
member for Perth is a member of it. As
ladies attend, probably he would he there.
I think we should glean all the ideas pos-
sible from the Address-in-reply debates and
from model Parliaments, At a model Par-
liament which the memher for West Perth
was econdueting srme vears apo, I heard the
suggestion made that the best thing for the
world wounld be if different Governments
tried different policies, and that one Gov-
ernment should not try to foree all the rest
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of the world to its way of thinking as Russia
is trying to do, If thig idea were adopted
we could expect jmprovement and advanee-
ment. I realise that the Premier’s interjec-
tion knocked me right off the rails. I was
dealing with the question of the balanced
budget for Western Australia and what we
can do in existing conditions. I was express-
ing the hope that it would be possible for
Canberra always to come to light, as is sug-
gested in the Lieut.-Governor's Speech. The
Premier has suggested that Canberra might
come to light with £900,000 odd to make
good the deficit.

The Premier: The memher for North
Perth seems to suggest that Canberra will
not.

Mr. Abbott: I think it is much to hope
for.

Mr. NORTH: The present would be a
good time for Canberra to come to light,
seeing that the Federal eleetion is imminent.
I have another suggestion to make regurd-
ing our diffieulties, if we do not suceceed in
retting favourable consideration Ffrom the
Federal authorities and if the Grants Com-
migsion shonld show hostility. 1f we analyse
the Budget, we find that nearly one-half of
the money is derived from onr public utilities.
If things hecame too diffienlt we might make
a new move. To prove that I am not
talking entively al random, let me go from
{he Jarge State of Western Australia to the
municipality of Durban for an iilustration.
Most people have heard that Durban mns
its entire affairs without any rates at all by
means of enterprises condueted by the mum:-
eipality and obtains a very fine revenue. We
have quite a lot of public utilities and, if
things heeame too diffienlt il might be pos-
sible to introduce a policy Lo make those
utitities  revenue-producing.  Today, of
course, our public utilities are despised and
reviled by the man in the street, beeanse he
does not realise that about one-half of the
services they render are not paid for.

The Premier: To do that we could net
cart super at 34d. per ton per mile and show
a profit.

Mr. NORTIH: Then the induostries eon-
cerned shonld have to stand on Lheir own
economic feef.  Our public ulilities are not
run on business lines; they are doing what
Alberta is supposed to be doing—giving
quite g ot awsy. If things hecome too dif-

ficult, T ean foresee the Treasurer inguiring
whether he eannot run his publie utilities or
husiness lines and obtain the requisit
Tevenue in that way.

Mr. Watts: And charge fs. for a trolley.
bug ride to Claremont?

Myr. NORTH: I do not think that would
happen. The people of Western Australis
are just as anxious as is the Governmeni
abont the State’s financial outlook unde:
uniform taxalion and the difficulties exper-
ienced with the Loan Council. I am well
aware that the Premier, the Leader of the
Opposition and the Leader of the Liberal
Party, men in responsible positions, have
ideas and plans for these problems, which
will have to be dealt with =ooner or later.
This State, quite aside from the financial
agpeet, is very efficient. It is really extra.
ordinary that Western Australia should be
the second greatest producer in the world
per head of population, being surpassed
culy by New Zealand, and it seems wrong
that we should have such great difficulty over
onr finances,

The Minisier for Justice: I suppose you
agree with the defiicit so long as the money
15 well spent.

Mr, NORTH: I suppose the Loan Coun-
vil would be able to meet this deficit and
then ihe position would be economically
sound. I take it that the books record use-
ful work in return for the expenditure, but
sacmingly we ave dependent upon the finan-
cinl views of the Loan Couneil or the Grant:
Commission,

Mr. Watts: And give Canberra a bigger
detieit {o meet next year?

Mr, NORTH : It will be seen how it works,
T should be very glad st this moment to kit
down and let members go home, but there
are four or five little matters of local -
port which I know members will bate to
hear. They shuffle their feet when matters
of local import are mentioned. But the facr.
35 that many of us would not be here if ‘we
were not looking after matters of local
import,

The Premier: Yon have not got a big
parish pump!

Mr. NORTIT: 1 hope not, but it yuns very
vigorously, although it might be a very small
hore, I was glad to note in the Speech thal
the fishing industry is moving forward. We
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now have heavy boats with Australian-built
Dicsel engines and refrigeration. The reason
I am partienlarly glad is because some of
my eleclors have several times made o move
in this divection; they, of course, are not
the only ones, but they are pleased to know
that fishing is to be carried on in a big way.
I notiee in the I’ress that there are now tons
of good fish coming to Perth from Shark
Bay in the big boats which are now engaged
in the industry.

I have had a very large fan mail recently
over tuberculosis, and I suppose other mem-
Lers have also. Quite a number of electors
have written lo me on this subjeet. Follow-
ing upon that hizh pressuve, I asked a ques-
tion yesterday and note from the reply given
that the State Government is not only mak-
ing g move somewhat similar to that in
Noew South Wales, but also that the Com-
monwealth Goverhment intends to spend
money in that very good cause. As members
ave aware, the medieal profession states that
in 20 years tobercnlosis in Auvstralia ean be
cradicated, I sinecrely hope we shall sue-
cved in that noble objective. The plan, as
raembers know, is to obtain’ a travelling
elinie in order to test lungs throughout the
Stute as soou as possible,

Although we seem to be very gloomy
about the progress of home-building, never-
theless honses are being erected all over
the city. In parts of Swanbourne a strong
demand has been made for the deep sewer-
age to be connected to the houses recently
built there, T am sure the Government will
give consideration to that matter, if possihle
on the Estimates. I may frame a question
io ascertain what the position is with o
view to getting an answer during the
spssion.

The Premier: There are some very nice
groups in your distriet.

Mr, NORTH: Yes. T believe the depart-
ment has framed subsidiary cstimates, but 1
shall ask a question on that point later on.
I think I enn let members off with one other
matter, which veally probably is a metro-
politan one, It is the question of crossing
over our railways. In the country, people
experience no trouble at all in this eonnee-
tion. I do not often go to the country, but
I find that on country stations people ¢an
vross the line as they like and nobody takes
any notice of it. The first time T visited the
distviet of my friend the member for

{41

Grecnongh I arvived at Mingenew on a very
dark night. It was very late and in the dark
I mistook the way and walked into the bush.
Even though I was a city man, I knew some-
thing was wrong because I thonght Mingenew
wag a bigger place than that, In the city the
question of crossing railways at stations is
becoming a burning one. I do not know
why the Government should not adopt the
practice followed in Furope and in Ameriea.
There the stations are simply like a footpath
or u sidewallk; there are no platforms, and
the passengers ean walk across from one side
to the other as they do here in our country
areas, at least in those parts of the country
where I have been. I do not know whether
the people do so at Pinjarra, which is a
bigger place.

In the very important constituency of
North-Kast Fremauntle, which lies just at the
foot of the boundary of my clectorale, there
is a railway bridge about which I may e
permitted to make a few yemarks in view of
the fact that it concerns my electorate. We
have, or did have, striet snpervision over
people crossing the ratlway. An cnormous
footbridge wus constructed, When clderly
prople arrived at it panting, they were un-
uble to eross, while ladies with perambulatory
were quite unable to eross. Now, this is a
fuestion which the “dinkum"” Aussie has to
face up to. I have been watching the think-
ing cap of the average cleetor using ihe
station, I looked again last weck to he sure
of my ground before addressing this As-
sembly on the subjeet. This is what I saw.
As I said, there is an enormous fooibridge
which has just been repaired and painted
and looks beautiful. Further along there
are a couple of gntes for -cars at the road
erossing. Along from the footbridge, which
is for use hy pedestrians, there is an enorm-
ous gate with huge chains hung on it and a
sign which reads, '"*No Admittance. Tres-
passers will be I'roseented.’’ That fits in
with the road gates; it fits in with the
beautiful hizh bridge and it fits in with the
genernl rules of the Railway Department
in the metropolitan aren as far as T am
aware.

But next to the enormous barred gate,
hung with chains and with the sign “Tres-
passers will be Proseeuted,” there is an
enormous gap about as large as the huge
sounding board hehind your . Chair, Mr,
Speaker. That gap has been made in the
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railway fence and it is used by the electors
to eross over the railway and get to the plat-
form, as well as to the other side of the
town. Anybody who happens to be there
will see ladies wheeling perambulators over
the rails; they will see the ladies goose-
stepping and lifting their perambulators
up and down every one of eight rails, but
they get across, and nothing is said. I feel
that that is proof of the commonsense of the
average Australian becanse the bridge is
altogether out of the question nowadays.
I hope they will go on es they are doing
now until later on when we shall build the
splendid subways for which blue prints have
been prepared. I think the Government
should give consideration to this question
with a view to making the railways easily
passable by means of subways, instead of
as at present shutting the eye to the people
erossing the line. As it is, people must
cross Stirling Highway, a few yards away,
and the traffic there is very great, whereas
there is only a train every ten minutes or
so. I hope the Government will consider
removing the present obstructions and plae-
ing wooden ways over the lines so that
Indies will not have to goose-step when they
want to get across. It would save a lot
of time and would not eost very much
money. I believe it would be an improve-
ment.

I trust the session will not be too long.
I hone members will be given ample time
to fizht their seats and that we shall not
see too many sad gaps after the election.
I am sorry to know that six refirements
have already been announced—those of the
members for Collie, Bunbury, Mt. Haw-
thorn, Wagin, Irwin-Moore and Forrest.
That will be a large gap with which to
begin a new session. The number is greater,
I think, than has ever been the case during
the few years I have been here. I hope
that quite a lot of the rest of us will be
back in Parliament again. I do not know
how many the Opposition parties want to
get back in order to make a difference. I
have not worked it out.

The Premier: They have worked it out.

Mr. NORTH: It is always nice when we
see our friends back for a new session.
I have enjoyed my time in Parliament. I
bave not advanced very far. It is not pleasant

to be at the end of the track in the ba
benches after such a long time here, b
it has been nice to be here.

On motion by Mr. Styants, debate a
journed.

COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION.
Council’'s Message,

Message from the Couneil received arx
read notifying the personnel of session
comrmittees appointed by that House.

House adjourned at 8.53 p.m.

Tegislative Council.

Thursday, 1st August, 1946.

Pai
Questions ;: Houslng, as to permits and eonatruction
Cl'mnl:lltg Alunite Works, as to salaries and Federal
subsidy
Milk supply. a9 to 1nteb-departmentul committ.en s

Addrr.m-}wrepl ¥, third day

The PRESIDENT took the Chair !
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.
HOUSING.
As to Permits and Construciion.
Hon. H. SEDDON asked the Chu
Secretary:

1, What is the total number of hous
building permits issued to the 30th June i
each of the years 1943, 1944, 1945, and 194
and

(a) how many of these were in {i
metropolitan area;
(b) how many in the country;
{¢) how many on the Goldfields?
2, What is the total pumber of hous

erected In the above areas to the san
dates—

{a) in the metropolitan area;
(b} in the country;
{c) on the Goldfields?



